
No More Cold Calls
A network of referral sources is just one benefit of Chamber membership.
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Benjamin Turpin of Inspiration 
Agents hasn’t made a cold call in 
over two years—not since he started 
facilitating the Greater Sarasota 
Chamber of Commerce Power 
Networking lunches. 

“For my business, it has been 
incredible. I won’t say it has been 
easy, but it has been the most cost-
effective way to move our business 
forward,” says Turpin, a high-energy 
professional speaker and author who 
provides personal development train-
ing. “I haven’t made a cold call in 
two and a half years; everything has 
been from referrals.”

The Power Networking lunches, 
which help professionals develop 
a referral network, attract about 
50 participants on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to various venues around 
greater Sarasota. There is no exclu-
sivity requirement, which means that 
more than one professional from a 
particular industry may participate.

Turpin and Matt Gower of Integrity 
Mortgage Group coordinate the 
lunches, which are just one example 
of the direct benefits Chamber mem-
bers derive from the organization’s 
products, services and events.

“We work each day with our mem-
bership and the entire community to 
create plans and initiatives that will 
benefit our region as a whole,” says 
Chamber Chair Tom Dabney, presi-

dent of Gulf Coast Property Services 
Inc. “The Chamber is geared toward 
the small businessperson, in addition 
to serving larger businesses, and will 
always be responsive to the needs of 
the small business community.”

The Chamber’s wide range of mem-
ber benefits includes the following:

• networking programs to 
 grow sales;
• information to cut costs and 
 increase profits;
• discounted programs and 
 services;

• a voice in business climate issues 
 locally and statewide;
• marketing contacts, exposure 
 and access to business decision-
 makers; and
• leadership training and profes-
 sional development opportunities.
Details about Chamber events and 

services are online at www.sarasota 
chamber.com or call (941) 955-8187.
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Matt Gower and Benjamin Turpin coordinate the Chamber’s Power Networking lunches.


